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THE 


Of the Honourable 


Will. Williams, Eſq; 


10 the Houſe of 
COMMONS, 
Upon the eleing of him Speaker, at Oxford, 
Monday, 21. Mar. 1680. 


GENTLEMEN, 

T were vanity in me by Arguments from 
Wezknels and Untitnels to difable my {elt tor 
your dervice in this Chair at this T ime. 

The unanimous Voice of the Houſe calling me 


\ to this Place encludes me, and leaves me without 


excuſe : Whom the Commons have ele&ed for this 
Truſt is to be ſuppoſed worthy and fit for it ; 
wherefore | muſt acquieſce in your Commands. 

Apprehending this Choice proceeds from the 
Example you have from your Countries by your 
own Ele&ions, making this Parliament, as much as 
in you and them lies, the ſame with the laſt ; there- 
fore you have the ſame Speaker. 


B I ought 


(2) 

I ought not to offer any ſort of Aſſurance to 
this Houſe of my reſolved Conſtancy , Fidelity 
and Vigilancy in the diſcharge of this Duty ; 
The juſt ſenſe I have of the Honour —_— gh 
ven me this day is your ſtipulation for my good 
Abearance ; the Truſt I owe and am to anſwer 
to God, my Religion, to England and Enghſh- 
men in this Service, muſt tie me to doe and ſuffer 
all that Fleſh and Bloud can add or endure in 
your Choice. 

This is not the time to ſpeak much , but to 
a& well: Without more words then, in order to 
our proper Parliamentary Method of Proceedings, 
Gentlemen, admit me to make it my firſt Mo- 
tion, That your Debates and Proceedings may 
be regular and orderly, without R efleQion , 
without Paſſion ; . and that my Acings and Be- 
haviour may have your kinde and candid Con- 
ſtruction; and you ſhall find there is not an 
thing ſo dear to me which ſhall not be advan- 
ced in the Service of the Commons in Parlia- 
ment by me. 
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THE 


SPEECH 


Of the Honourable 


Will. Williams, Eſq; 
To _ Moſt Excellent 
MAJESTY; 
At the Preſenting of him Speaker by the Com- 


 mons to His MA JESTY, at Oxford, upon 
T ueſday,' 22. Mar. 1680. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty , 

HE Knights, Citizens and Burgeſles in 
1 Parliament afſembled , with Duty and 
Loyalty agreeable to themſelves and the 
Pertons whom they repreſent, have in Obedience 
to Your Royal Pleaſure, for the diſpoſing of 
themſelves in that.great Aſſembly for Your Ma- 
jeſties Service, conſidered of a Speaker ; and, to 
manifeſt to Your Majeſty and the World they are 
not inclinable to Changes, have with one Voice 
cle&ted me their Speaker , having had the Honour 
to ſerve Your Majeſty and the Commons in that 

Truſt in the laſt Parliament. 
With 


(4) 


With all Humility I preſume again by their 4 
Commands to ſtand before Your Majeſty to re- be 


ceive Your Pleaſure with a Head and Heart full of 
Loyalty to Your Sacred Perſon; armed with a 


ſettled Reſolution never to depart from Your well 
ancient and eſtabliſhed Government. 


CHANCELLOR * 
BY HIS 


-Majeſties Command 


Said to this purpoſe, 
Mr. Speaker, 


OR 1o I am commanded to call you, His 
Majeſty hath well conſidered the Choice 


the Commons have made, and does very 


much approve of that Ele&ion , and doth accept 
and allow you for Speaker. 
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SPEECH 
Will Willams Eſq: 


Then Freſented to 


His Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


Moſt Gracious Soveraten, 


Atural Allegiance commands Loy- 
alty to Your Majelty from every 
Subject, 

Your ſingular Grace and Favour to me 
in the laſt Parliament, continued by the 
honour I have in this, add more than Du- 
tyfulneſs and Obedience to my Loyalty. 

T am ſet in the fir{t Station of yourCom- 
mons for Truſt and Quality ; an high and 
{lippery place: -It requires a ſteady Head 
and a well poiz;d Body in him that will 
{tand firm there: Uprightnels is the ſafe 
Poſture and beſt Policy , and ſhall be 
mine in this place, guarded with this Opi- 
nion, that Your Majeſties ſervice in this 
Truſt, is one and the fame with the ſer- 
vice of your Commons, and that they are 
no more to be divided than Your Crown 
and Scepter. 

They truly ſerve the Crown and Coun- 
trey, (which {hall be my Care and Indu- 
.C {try) 


( 6: 
try) who make tne fafery of Your Sacred 
Perion, the Defence and Security of £3 


Proteſtant Religion, ti Support of Your 7 


Majeſtiecs Government, the Maintenance 


of the Laws, and Preſervation of the 2anci- FP 


ent Conſtitutions of Parliament ; one and 
the ſame undivided Intercit, one and the 
{ame Safety, one and thc fame infeparable 
Security, for Tour felt and People. 

Thelſc are the Dehres of all good men, 
but mult be rhe cttects of good Counſel 
for the enabling of Your Majcſtics great 
Council now in Parliament ajfiembled, ro 
complear this blefled Eſtabliſhment with 
all hunulity. I addreſs to your Mai<1ty it 
the name, and on the behalf of the Com- 
monsin Parliament. | | 

T. That We and our Servants may be 
free in our Perſons and Eſtates, from Ar- 
reſts and other Diſturbances. | 

lf. Thar in our Debates, Liberty and 
ircedom of Speech be allowed us. 

1}. That as Occafion {hall require, 
* our 5/ajeſty will vouchſafe us acceſs to 
Your Royal Perſon. | 
[ rak&e Jeave to joyn this humble Petiti- 
on for my ſelf, That nothing by me in 
Weakneis, or through Inadvertency, ſaid 
or done, may turn to the Prejudice of the 
Commons, and that my Behaviour and 
Procecuings may receive 4 benign and 
favourable Interpretation with your Gra- 
cious .' ajeſty. 
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* The Lord Chancellor, by Command from his Ma= 
Jeſty, faid to this Effet, = 


Ar. Speaker, 
ALL your Petitions are fully and freeiy 
granted by His Majeſty, in as large 
and 1n ample a manner as ever any Houſe 
of Coinmons yetenjoyed them: The King 
is very {ure the Wiſdom of this Houle of 
Commons, will make as prudent an uſe of 
them, as any of your Anceſtors ever did : 
Your own particular Fetition 1s grateful 
to the King roo, becauſe he knows you 
will be careful to avoid miſtakes as His Ma- 
jelty 1s ready to forgive them. 

And now Mr. Speaker, theſe Prelimina- 
ries being thu«< over, the Ling defires you 
would haſten to the reſt that are neceflary 
to be diſpatch'd, before we can enter upon 
Bufineſs, that ſo ve may husband time, 
which 15 now more neceſftary than ever,and 
he hopes that this Parliament will come to 
a very happy and proſperous Concluſion, 

and that it may do 1{o, God Almighty 
Direct and Profpe: all your Conſultations. 
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